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PRAYERS FOR USE IN THE LITURGY AND MINISTRY
During the 3 Sundays leading up to the election, please use these prayers, each during the applicable Sunday, to lead the congregation in prayer.
The prayers are structured in terms of God as Trinity, as God is revealed in Scripture.
Prayer 1: To: God our Father and Creator
For our city, its people and the common good
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
You are the Creator of heaven and earth, the giver of life and the source of all that is good. You have created every person in your image and have entrusted us with the responsibility to care for one another and for the world in which we live.
We bring before You our beloved city of Nelson Mandela Bay: its people, neighbourhoods, workplaces, schools and communities. We pray for those who live in townships, informal settlements, suburbs and rural areas. Remind us that we all belong to one human family and that every person has equal dignity and worth in Your sight.
Father, You know the suffering caused by poverty, unemployment, inequality and the failure of essential services. Hear the cries of those who struggle without reliable water, electricity, sanitation and safe living conditions. We pray especially for children, women, older people, people with disabilities and all who are vulnerable or neglected.
As we prepare for the local government elections, help us to seek not only our own interests but the wellbeing of our neighbours and our entire city.
Give us the wisdom and insight to identify and elect leaders who respect human dignity, protect public resources and govern with wisdom, fairness and compassion, regardless of their political affiliation.
Teach us to be faithful stewards of the community You have entrusted to our care.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.


Prayer 2: Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord
For servant leadership, integrity and responsible choices
Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the living God, our Redeemer and Lord,
You came into our world not to be served, but to serve. You welcomed the forgotten, restored dignity to the rejected, confronted injustice and gave Your life for the salvation of the world.
You have called us to be salt and light, to love our neighbours and to seek first Your kingdom and righteousness.
Lord Jesus, as we approach the elections, help us to recognise the difference between true leadership and the pursuit of power, status and personal gain.
Give us discernment to recognise leaders who are honest, wise, competent and accountable. Help us to look beyond attractive promises and political slogans, and to consider the character, experience and actions of those who seek public office.
We pray for all candidates and political parties. May those who are elected understand that public office is a responsibility to serve, not an opportunity for personal enrichment.
Protect our city from corruption, dishonesty, prejudice and the abuse of power. Raise up women and men who will work together across divisions to serve the common good.
And teach us, Your Church, to follow Your example. Keep us from serving political interests rather than Your kingdom. Make us courageous in speaking the truth, humble in listening to others and faithful in serving those most in need.
May Your example of servant leadership shape both those who govern and those who vote.
For You are our Redeemer, our example and our Lord, now and forever.
Amen.


Prayer 3: Holy Spirit, Giver of Life and Comforter
For hope, courage, wisdom and participation
Come, Holy Spirit, Giver of Life and Comforter.
You breathe new life into weary hearts, bring hope where there is despair and guide us into truth.
We pray for the people of Nelson Mandela Bay as we prepare to elect our local government on 4 November 2026.
You know the disappointment of those who have experienced years of broken promises, poor services and failed leadership. You know the frustration of families who struggle to survive and young people who see little hope for their future.
Holy Spirit, comfort those who suffer, but do not allow us to become prisoners of discouragement. Renew our hope and awaken in us the courage to take responsibility for our shared future.
Help every eligible voter to understand the importance of participating. Give us the wisdom to seek reliable information, to examine candidates and parties carefully and to use both our votes responsibly.
Free us from fear, anger, prejudice and blind loyalty. Help us to respect those who make different political choices, remembering that our unity in Christ is greater than our political differences.
Inspire our congregations to be places of prayer, honest conversation, encouragement and hope.
Give us the courage to act, the patience to persevere and the love to work for the wellbeing of all.
Holy Spirit, breathe new life into our city. Renew our commitment to justice, truth, compassion and peace.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.


PRAYER TOPICS FOR PRAYER GROUPS
Week 1: Praying for Our City and Its People
Theme: Seeking the wellbeing of Nelson Mandela Bay
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:7 — Seek the peace and prosperity of the city.
1. Thank God for our city. Give thanks for the people, communities, cultures and opportunities that make Nelson Mandela Bay our home. Pray that we may recognise our shared humanity and responsibility for one another.
2. Pray for struggling communities. Remember families affected by poverty, unemployment, inadequate housing, unsafe neighbourhoods and unreliable municipal services. Pray especially for those who have experienced years of neglect.
3. Pray for reliable basic services. Ask God to help our city restore and maintain dependable water, sanitation, electricity, refuse removal, roads and other essential infrastructure.
4. Pray for vulnerable people. Remember children, women, unemployed young people, older persons and people with disabilities. Pray that their dignity, safety and wellbeing will be protected.
5. Pray for reconciliation and cooperation. Ask God to overcome divisions of race, language, class, culture and political affiliation. Pray that communities will work together for the good of the whole city.
6. Pray for the churches of Nelson Mandela Bay. Ask God to help congregations become communities of hope, practical service, justice and compassion, especially where needs are greatest.
Week 2: Praying for Wise and Responsible Leadership
Theme: Leaders who serve rather than seek power
Scripture: Mark 10:43 — Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.
1. Pray for people of integrity to enter public service. Ask God to raise up leaders who are honest, wise, competent, humble and committed to serving others.
2. Pray for all political parties and candidates. Ask that those seeking election will respect the truth, make realistic promises and place the wellbeing of residents above personal or party interests.
3. Pray against corruption and abuse of power. Ask God to strengthen honesty, accountability, transparency and responsible management of public funds.
4. Pray for competence in local government. Ask that capable women and men with the necessary knowledge and experience will be elected to oversee municipal finances, infrastructure, planning and service delivery.
5. Pray for ward councillors and proportional representation councillors. Ask that they will understand their different responsibilities, listen carefully to residents and work together for effective local government.
6. Pray for responsible democratic leadership. Ask that those elected will respect the law, welcome public participation, accept accountability and serve all residents fairly, including those who did not vote for them.
Week 3: Praying for Voters and the Elections
Theme: Overcoming discouragement and voting with wisdom and courage
Scripture: Matthew 5:13–16 — You are the salt of the earth and the light of the world.
1. Pray for renewed hope. Remember those who have lost confidence in local government because of broken promises and poor services. Pray that disappointment will not lead to withdrawal from democratic participation.
2. Pray for responsible participation. Ask God to encourage every eligible voter to recognise the value of their vote and to participate freely and courageously on 4 November 2026.
3. Pray for informed choices. Ask that voters will carefully examine parties and candidates, seek reliable information and assess their character, competence and record of service.
4. Pray for freedom from manipulation. Ask God to protect voters from misinformation, intimidation, prejudice, fear, anger and blind political loyalty.
5. Pray for peaceful, free and fair elections. Pray for the Electoral Commission, election officials, security personnel, observers and volunteers. Ask that voting will proceed safely, honestly and without intimidation.
6. Pray for the future beyond election day. Ask that citizens will remain involved in their communities, hold elected representatives accountable and contribute to rebuilding trust and improving local government.
7. Pray for the Church's public witness. Ask that Christians will encourage responsible voting without promoting any political party or candidate, demonstrating that love for our neighbours includes responsibility for the wellbeing of our city.




